
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 INDIVIDUAL FUNDRAISING GUIDE 

No one on this journey should walk alone 



  

Ever wonder how you can make a difference?   
Your decision to join us for the Walk of Hope will do just that. 
 
RESOLVE’s Walk of Hope recognizes the many ways people build their families, supports the 
7.3 million women and men living with infertility, and raises the awareness of how the disease of 
infertility impacts families nationwide.  
 
Funds raised from the Walk support local RESOLVE programming which includes support 

groups and educational events, public awareness initiatives, and advocacy efforts to ensure 

family building options are available to all! 

The name "Walk of Hope" embodies the emotion that most people living with infertility feel. They 

are hopeful their dreams of family come true.  Some hope to simply find a peaceful resolution to 

their infertility journey.  RESOLVE’s Walk of Hope is an event that represents the infertility 

journey—a series of small steps, each one filled with hope and a reminder that no one on this 

journey should walk alone.  

Welcome!  

No matter where you are on your infertility journey or if you just want to support those 

diagnosed, the Walk of Hope is one of the best opportunities we have to come together as a 

community and make sure everyone facing infertility finds the support and education they 

deserve.  As a Walk of Hope participant, you are asked to raise funds to support the mission of 

RESOLVE: The National Infertility Association. You’ll want to start by setting a fundraising goal 

for yourself.  Aim high – each dollar you raise directly benefits those living with infertility in your 

area!  

And most importantly, remember to have fun with your efforts – we’ve included lots of tips and 

ideas in this guide to help you make the most of your experience.  

Fundraising Tips 

 Dedicate your efforts to an individual struggling with infertility or someone who built their 

family through Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART), adoption, third party 

reproduction or some other avenue to family building and raise funds in their honor. By 

sharing your honoree’s story, you are sharing why you are so personally invested in this 

cause and will help your donors realize the true impact of this disease. That honoree 

may be YOU! 

 

 Provide information about infertility and RESOLVE to your contacts. Let your donors 

know what exactly their donations will be helping.  

 

 Be enthusiastic and positive. The Walk of Hope is intended to be a fun event 

demonstrating our passion and dedication to this worthy cause. Enthusiasm is truly 

contagious!  



  

 

 Ask, ask, ask! And aim high. If you know your donors are capable of making a large 

donation, do not be afraid to ask for a specific amount. If they are hesitant to make a 

large donation, ask instead if they will help you with developing a unique fundraising idea 

such as a yard sale or an auction to raise money. 

 

 Don’t forget to thank your donors. With your help and theirs, we will change lives!  

About RESOLVE: The National Infertility Association 

RESOLVE: The National Infertility Association, established in 1974, is a non-profit organization 
with the only established, nationwide network mandated to promote reproductive health and to 
ensure equal access to all family building options for men and women experiencing infertility or 
other reproductive disorders.  

RESOLVE improves the lives of women and men living with infertility.  

One in eight U.S. couples of childbearing age is diagnosed with infertility. RESOLVE addresses 
this public health issue by providing a community to these women and men, connecting them 
with others who can help, empowering them to find resolution and giving voice to their demands 
for access to all family building options. 

Fast Facts About Infertility  

 Infertility is defined as the inability to conceive after one year of unprotected intercourse 

(six months if the woman is over age 35) or the inability to carry a pregnancy to live birth. 

 Infertility affects 7.4 million people in the U. S. This figure represents 11.9% of women of 
the reproductive age population. (2006-2010 National Survey of Human Growth, CDC) 
 

 1 in 8 couples have trouble getting pregnant or sustaining a pregnancy. (2006-2010 
National Survey of Human Growth, CDC) 
 

 Approximately one-third of infertility is attributed to the female partner, one-third 
attributed to the male partner and one-third is caused by a combination of problems in 
both partners or, is unexplained.  (www.asrm.org) 

 

 A couple ages 29-33 with a normal functioning reproductive system has only a 20-25% 
chance of conceiving in any given month (National Women’s Health Resource Center). 
After six months of trying, 60% of couples will conceive without medical assistance. 
(Infertility As A Covered Benefit, William M. Mercer, 1997)  
 

 Approximately 44% of women with infertility have sought medical assistance. Of those 
who seek medical intervention, approximately 65% give birth. (Infertility As A Covered 
Benefit, William M. Mercer, 1997)  

 

 Approximately 85-90% of infertility cases are treated with drug therapy or surgical 
procedures. Fewer than 3% need advanced reproductive technologies like in vitro 
fertilization (IVF). (www.asrm.org) 

 

http://www.asrm.org/


  

 The most recently available statistics indicate the live birth rate per fresh non-donor 
embryo transfer is 47.1% if the woman is under 35 years of age and 37.9%, if the 
woman is age 35-37. (Society for Assisted Reproductive Technology, 2012) 
 

 Fifteen states have passed laws requiring that insurance policies cover some level of 
infertility treatment: Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Montana, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Rhode Island, Texas 
and West Virginia. 

 

 A study published in the New England Journal of Medicine (August 2002) found that the 
percentage of high-order pregnancies (those with three or more fetuses) was greater in 
states that did not require insurance coverage for IVF. The authors of the study noted 
that mandatory coverage is likely to yield better health outcomes for women and their 
infants since high-order births are associated with higher-risk pregnancies. 

 

 The Affordable Care Act (ACA) does not require coverage for infertility treatments. 
Those states with an infertility mandate that covers IVF may have chosen an Essential 
Health Benefits (EHB) benchmark plan that includes the IVF mandate. The EHB impacts 
the individual and small group markets only in each state. 

 
Setting Your Fundraising Goal 

The Walk of Hope is a fun and inspiring event that helps RESOLVE fulfill its mission. It is also a 

wonderful chance to pay tribute to those who have been touched by infertility.  Most importantly, 

it is an opportunity to be supportive and to help ensure that no one faces this journey alone.  

Participants are encouraged to set fundraising goals to raise $250 or more. This guide provides 

you with creative ideas on how to meet your goal!   

Here are a few ideas: 

 Ask your company and other companies to conduct a Dress Down Day for their 

employees and ask for donations to participate.  

 

 Host a fundraising party and ask attendees to donate $20 for an evening of fun and 

entertainment.  

 

 Create a buddy system. Ask someone who cannot join you on Walk day to help you 

collect donations. 

 

  Give something up – a movie, manicure or dinner at an expensive restaurant – and 

contribute what you would have spent to the Walk of Hope.  

 

 Hold a team fundraiser at a local restaurant where a percentage of sales go to your 

team! 

 

 Hold a garage sale, bake sale, chili cook-off or wine tasting and donate the proceeds. 

 



  

 Take your fundraising letter and Walk of Hope information everywhere you go.  

 

 Ask one person a day to donate to you and the Walk of Hope. 

 

 Ask your friends to contribute to the Walk of Hope instead of purchasing a gift for your 

birthday, anniversary or any occasion. 

 

 Promote yourself – call your local newspaper and let them know what you are doing. 

Offer to send a photo.  Publicity generates donations. 

 

 Ask five to ten people to save their change for you for a month. Give them decorated 

buckets to keep the change in.  Hold a “counting party” at the end of the month.  

 

 Approach your company. Many companies will give a flat donation and many others 

have matching gift programs.  

Who to Ask  

This is the time to ask everyone you have supported to now support you. Here is a list of ideas 

for asking others to support you.  Send an email or a letter to everyone in your address book: 

 Friends  

 

 Family Members  

 

 Co-workers  

 

 Favorite local restaurant owner 

 

 Any favorite local shop that you frequent often 

 

 Your doctor, dentist or lawyer 

 

 Your teammates or gym buddies 

 

 Your hairdresser or barber 

 

 People at your place of worship 

Continue to ask your supporters to invite their friends, family members, neighbors, and business 

associates to walk with you until you reach your recruitment goal.  

 

 



  

Using Your Social Media Networks to Make the Ask  

Are you on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn? Do you Blog or use some other type of social media 

network? These can be valuable tools for recruiting team members and raising funds! Download 

the Walk of Hope logo from the Web site and post it to your social media page. Update your 

status frequently with information about how to join your team, how to make donations, and 

updates on how you’re recruiting and fundraising efforts are going. Be sure to send out the link 

to your personalized fundraising page!  

Tips for Successful Letter/Email Writing 

 Write a short letter! Mail your letter to family members, friends, coworkers, and business 

associates. Be sure to look at your holiday card mailing list too!  

 

 Share something personal about yourself or the person you are walking for and how 

infertility has affected you.  

 

 Include your fundraising goal and ask for a specific dollar amount. 

 

 Provide facts about infertility, the Walk of Hope, and the important work being done by 

RESOLVE. 

 

 Tell them that donations are tax-deductible and checks should be made payable to 

RESOLVE: The National Infertility Association.  

 

 Include a link to your personal Web site so that donations can be made online. 

 

 Ask that they please donate by the date of the Walk of Hope so you can turn the money 

in at the event.  

 

 Send thank you notes (after the Walk) to everyone who donates to you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

  

Sample Fundraising Letter 

 

Dear [Name], 

I’m breaking the silence surrounding infertility and I am counting on your 
support! This year I am helping to support the important work of RESOLVE: 
The National Infertility Association by participating in the Walk of Hope. The 
Walk of Hope will help find a voice for the 1 in 8 couples battling infertility 
and bring this disease out of the shadows.  

When you support me with a donation, you’re helping RESOLVE to provide 
educational programs and provide support to more than 1.5 million women 
and men nationwide.  

Helping me reach my fundraising goal will take just a few minutes and just 
a few dollars. Click the link at the bottom of this message to view my 
personal web page – look for the Support button to make a fast and secure 
donation. No gift is too big or too small! 

<Insert paragraph about your personal interest in this cause, how 

infertility has affected you or someone you know here.> 

Thank you for helping me to make a difference! Because 1 in 8 is someone 

you know. 

Sincerely, 

 
[Participant Name] 

 

RESOLVE: The National Infertility Association is a 501(c)(3) charitable non-
profit corporation with federal ID #23-7413696. Contributions are tax-

deductible as described by law. 

 



  

Register for the Walk of Hope 

Click here to register online for the Walk of Hope in your area and take advantage of the easy-

to-use online fundraising tools. As a Walk participant you can create your own Web page, send 

personalized emails to recruit friends to walk with you or ask for donations on your behalf.  

The individual Web pages allow you to track your fundraising success. You can sign up to 

receive notifications when donations have been made on your behalf. 

FAQs About Online Fundraising & the Walk of Hope System 

Is my information secure?  

RESOLVE and its technology partner TeamRaiser™ has made every effort to protect your 
information. They use industry-standard SSL encryption techniques to make sure your credit 
card information, passwords and personal information travel securely over the Internet. They 
have also installed an encryption engine on our database server so your data is securely 
stored. 

How is my credit card information handled? 

Credit card information is not stored in our database. During the donation process, we send 
your credit card information to an online processing terminal using a secure connection. The 
information passed back is an approval or denial for the credit card donation. 

What if I forget my Username and Password? 

Remember that your username and password are case sensitive. Click here to find your 
password. You will receive an email with your username and password. If you still have 
problems, please contact us for help.  

How do I change my Username and/or Password? 

First, login to your Walk of Hope Center using your username and password. Once logged in 
you will see a link at the top of the page called "Update My Profile." Once in your profile, you 
will be able to change your contact information, email address, username and password. All 
changes will be made to your account immediately. There is no need to sign in again. 

How do I unsubscribe from email? 

Towards the bottom of each email message there is a link stating, "Click Here to Unsubscribe." 
Click this link in the email and follow the instructions given to unsubscribe. 

What is a Personal Page?  

A Personal Page is an online fundraising tool for you to use when asking friends, family and co-
workers to join your team or make a donation. Once you sign up for an event online, by default, 
you will have a Personal Page created for you. You have the option of personalizing this page 
by going to your Walk of Hope Center.  

 

http://resolve.org/walkofhope/
http://familybuilding.resolve.org/site/UserLogin?CMD=ForgotPassword#.VowaHfkrLIV


  

By default I have a personal page; do I have to change it? 

A compelling Personal Page attracts and engages supporters. While you can spread the word 
using customized email solicitations, your Personal Page can be your own creative expression 
of your commitment to the cause. Customize your page by selecting the layout and style that 
work best for you. Utilize the elements of text, photo and status indicators to their fullest 
advantage. 

What is the difference between making my Personal Page private or public? 

By default, a Personal Page is Public, meaning your name will appear in the participant search 
list available to online donors. Anyone accessing the site will be able to support you. Setting 
your Personal Page to Private means your name will not appear in the participant search list. 
Only people you invite by giving them your Personal Page URL will be able to support you.  

 


